[image: image1.png]



U.S. Consulate General

Level 13, 16 St. George’s Terrace

Perth, Western Australia

Tel:  08-9202-1224

Fax: 08-9231-9444

PLEASE CIRCULATE THIS IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT TO

          AS MANY AMERICAN CITIZENS AS POSSIBLE
 

New U.S. Passport Requirement
All Minors Under Age 14 Must Appear in Person

Effective March 26, 2004
To enhance the accurate identification of passport applicants and aid in the prevention of international child abduction and trafficking, the Department of State’s Bureau of Consular Affairs has begun requiring the personal appearance of all minors applying for U.S. passports.
This applies to all regular, official and diplomatic passports for children under the age of 14, even if the child has previously been issued a passport. Prior to the introduction of this requirement, parents were not routinely required to bring a child under the age of 14 with them when they applied on the child’s behalf. Now, when applying for a passport on behalf of a minor under the age of 14, parents are required to have their child present and submit documentation of parental relationship and consent, as well as comply with all other documentation requirements for the issuance of a passport.
The personal appearance requirement for all minors is a further step towards ensuring the integrity of the passport application process. This change will help to verify the identity of minor applicants and aid in the prevention of international child abduction and trafficking.

Any comments on this new requirement may be directed to:

Chief, Legal Division

Office of Passport Policy

Planning and Advisory Services

2100 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 3rd Floor

Washington, D.C. 20037

Or email to:    PassportRules@state.gov before April 26, 2004.

For applicants residing in Australia, please visit the mission’s website on or after April 8, 2004 for additional information, requirement and application forms : 

http://usembassy-australia.state.gov/consular/passports.html
For applicants residing and planning to apply in the United States, please visit the Passport Information page at: http://travel.state.gov/passport_services.html or call the National Passport Information Center:

National Passport Information Center
Toll-free: 1-877-487-2778
Monday – Friday 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., Eastern Time
npic@state.gov
Contact telephone number for the American Citizen Services Unit 

at Consulate General Perth during working hours is:

Tel: (08)-9202-1224 (ext. 403)   Fax: (08)-9231-9444

 

 

 

